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d i S t r i c t  r E G u L a t i n G  p L a n
The Master Plan and Guiding Principles for the University 
of  Louisiana at Lafayette is  developed around the 
Transect,  a system of land classif ications described in The 
Lexicon of  the New Urbanism, which incorporates a f ine-
grained network of  lot  dist inctions.   These characterist ics 
fol low the natural  internal  structure of  an authentic 
development distr ict  and serve to create the structure 
of  the community of  the UL Lafayette Campus.   This 
structure is  expressed as three urban sectors:   Distr ict 
Center ,  Distr ict  General ,  and Distr ict  Edge.

These Master Plan and Guiding Principles create an 
addit ional  ref inement of  divis ions within each of  the 
individual  described zones.   For example,  in the Distr ict 
General  is  DGI,  and DGII .   These further serve to support 
an addit ional  device,  which alters the placement of 
bui ldings on a lot,  producing varying planning textures 
and urban behavior.   Reference is  made to the Urban 
Regulating Instructions in this  document for further 
c lar if ication.

In addit ion,  The Master Plan and Guiding Principles for 
the University of  Louisiana at Lafayette outl ines three 
types of  bui lding types,  which describe the massing of 
proposed bui ldings.   The bui lding types are expressed as:  
Courtyard Bui ldings (CY),  Rearyard Bui ldings (RY),  and 
Edgeyard Bui ldings (EY).

These Master Plan and Guiding Principles create an 
addit ional  ref inement of  bui lding types within each of  the 
individual  described types.   For example,  in the Courtyard 
Bui ldings are further broken down into CYI,  CYI I ,  CYI I I , 
and CYIV.   These further serve to define bui lding setbacks, 
heights,  lot  s ize,  etc.   Reference is  made to the Urban 
Regulating Instructions in this  document for further 
c lar if ication.
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The	Urban	Fabric	of	all	great	“Places”	is	generally	defined	by	several	factors.		The	most	
critical	 and	broadest	 factor	 embraces	 the	district’s	 regional	 context.	 The	more	fine-
grained	 structure	of	 the	block	 is	defined	by	 the	 connective	 “tissue”,	 the	 street.	 The	
most important element, it can be argued, is how the building engages with the street 
through	the	creation	of	the	Building	Type.		For	centuries,	the	building	has	given	scale	
and	life	to	the	street,	particularly	when	it	engages	the	street	properly.		There	are	several	
building	types	which	help	define	all	the	greatest	places	in	the	world.			In	the	Guiding	
Principles	for	the	University	of	Louisiana	at	Lafayette,	three	building	types	are	utilized.

The	first	building	type	is	the	“Courtyard	Building”.		The	courtyard	building	is	characterized	
by the placement of building walls, assembled to create an internal courtyard within 
the	 confines	 of	 its	 walls	 on	 at	 least	 three	 sides.	 	 The	 courtyards	 are	 often	 further	
expressed by their uses. Uses can range from formal to informal and public to private. 

The second building type is the “Rear-yard Building”.  The rear-yard building is 
characterized by the placement of the building’s primary mass at the front of the lot.  
The	resulting	building	configuration,	places	activity	areas,	such	as	parking,	courtyards	
or even equipment in the rear of the lot.  This building type is very urban and serves well 
in	creating	a	block	structure,	which	allows	parking	fields	and	services	to	be	internalized,	
thereby enhancing the District’s urban fabric and pedestrian life.   

The third building type is the “Edge-yard Building”.  The edge-yard building is 
characterized by the building’s walls being set back from it lot edges in accordance with 
the	outlined	urban	regulating	instructions.		This	form	is	the	most	suburban	of	building	
types	and	would	be	found	more	often	in	the	district	edges.		More	often	then	not	the	
parking	field	is	located	in	the	front	yard.		(See	Building	Type	Guidelines.)

Successfully	 adapting	 various	 building	 types	 can	 accommodate	 mixed	 uses,	 while	
maintaining	compatibility	and	even	interjecting	excitement!

Building Types are not to be confused with Architectural Typologies.  Architectural 
Typologies, as used in these Guiding Principles, are meant to introduce yet another level 
of building diversity which complements the whole of the District.  See Architectural 
Standards for more discussion on this subject. 

Note:	Please	refer	to	the	District	Regulating	Instructions	on	page	57	for	setbacks	and	
restrictions	for	each	regulating	district
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LIVE/WORK

STUDENT MANSION CONDOS

SINGLE FAMILY 
DETACHED HOUSING

ATTACHED HOUSING

GROCERY

UNIVERSITY OWNED 
STUDENT HOUSING

LITE CENTER

CONVENTION CENTER 
(EXISTING AND PROPOSED)

PAN-HELLENIC HOUSES

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

PARKING DECK

RESEARCH PARK         

NATIONAL WETLANDS 
RESEARCH CENTER

ESTUARINE HABITAT & 
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CIVIC LIBRARY     

MAINTENANCE   

MIXED USE 

LAB SCHOOL K-5

PICARD CENTER FOR 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT

LAFAYETTE PRIMARY 
CARE BUILDING

UNIVERSITY FACILITIES 
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In  the development of  any master  p lan,  the des ign 
process  wi l l  surface e lements ,  both pos it ive  and 
negat ive,  which are  not  fu l ly  developed within  the scope 
of  a  comprehensive p lan.   These are referred to  here as 
“  Opportunit ies  and Constra ints .”

These are  h ighl ighted here to  make plan implementat ion 
by others  adhere to  the v is ion of  the or ig inal  part ic ipants 
of  the p lans  creat ion.
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The “Path of  Knowledge” is  a  f igurat ive  and phys ica l 
greenway that  l inks  Univers i ty  Common through the S t . 
Landry  Corr idor  to  the Main Campus.   I t  serves  to  def ine 
and connect  the Univers i ty.  The Path of  Knowledge 
extends through the property  a long an ex ist ing  dra inage 
latera l  l ink ing to  the St .  Mary thoroughfare at  Brooks 
Street ,  where a  new commuter  park ing fac i l i ty  and/or 
trans i t  stop wi l l  terminate. 
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The Univers i ty  should endeavor  to  acquire  as  many 
adjacent  propert ies  as  poss ib le  to  accommodate future 
growth and to  form a better  connect ion between the 
Univers i ty ’s  campuses.   This  drawing ident i f ies  those 
propert ies .  

The most  immediate needs have been ident i f ied as  those 
propert ies  a long Univers i ty  and Tulane to  accommodate 
new park ing for  housing.   As  wel l  as  the area around the 
LSt .  Landry  Corr idor  to  further  complete the connect ion 
to  Univers i ty  Common. 
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             A  STREET
           
             B  STREET 
       
             C  STREET
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S T R E E T  H I E R A R C H Y

A hierarchy of  streets  has  been establ ish,  which creates 
a  structure that  helps  to  determine the most  appropr iate 
way to  d istr ibute uses  and art iculate the formal i ty  of 
the architecture.  

Bui ld ings  and infrastructure on ‘A’  streets  are  intended to 
be the most  formal .   For  example,  an ‘A’  street  mandates 
an architectural  typology of  I ,  I I ,  or  I I I ;  Types  IV  and 
V are not  a l lowed.   Nat ional  chain  stores  interested 
in  locat ing on Univers i ty  property  must  accommodate 
the mandates  ident i f ied in  these Guiding Pr inc ip les 
inc luding landscape,  architecture,  and s ignage.   Fa i lure 
to  adhere to  these pr inc ip les  shal l  require  that  the user 
locate only  on ‘C ’  streets  unless  specia l  d ispensat ion is 
formal ly  granted by the Design Review Board. 

Bui ld ings  and infrastructure on ‘B’  streets  are intended 
to  adhere to  architectural  typologies  I ,  I I ,  I I I ,  and IV;  but 
not  V.  

Bui ld ings  and infrastructure on ‘C ’  streets  are  intended 
to  be the least  formal  of  a l l  street  types  and a l low a l l 
architectural  typologies .  
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