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P E D E S T R I A N  A C T I V I T Y  H A S  A LW AY S  B E E N  V I B R A N T 
O N  T H E  U L  C A M P U S .   T H E  N E T W O R K  H A S  B E E N 
P R I M A R I LY  A  R E A C T I V E  A P P R O A C H  A S  O P P O S E D 
T O  A  P R O A C T I V E  A P P R O A C H .   S I D E W A L K S  A R E 
G E N E R A L LY  T O O  N A R R O W  T O  A C C O M M O D AT E  P E A K 
S T U D E N T  T R A F F I C  A N D  O V E R W H E L M I N G LY  G O 
U N P R O T E C T E D  F R O M  T H E  W E AT H E R  O T H E R  T H A N 
T H E  H I S T O R I C  A R C A D E ,  W H I C H  S U R R O U N D S  T H E 
H I S T O R I C  Q U A D R A N G L E . 

T H E  M A S T E R  P L A N  S E E K S  T O  C R E AT E  A  F O R M A L 
N E T W O R K  O F  P E D E S T R I A N  W AY S  D E L I N E AT E D 
I N  A  H I E R A R C H Y  O F  S T R AT E G I E S  I N G R A I N E D 
I N T O  T H E  C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  N E W  B U I L D I N G S 
A N D  L A N D S C A P E  C O N C E P T S .   T H I S  D E L I N E AT I O N 
G E S T U R E S  T H E  C O N C E P T  O F  P R O V I D I N G  A  N E W 
C O V E R E D  E A S T / W E S T  P E D E S T R I A N  T H O R O U G H FA R E 
L O C AT E D  B E T W E E N  L E W I S  S T R E E T  A N D  S T.  M A R Y 
B O U L E VA R D .
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T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y H A S  T H E  O P P O RT U N I T Y TO 
R E E N G I N E E R  T H E  C U R R E N T S T.  L A N D RY C O R R I D O R 
F R O N TA G E  A L O N G  S T.  L A N D RY S T R E E T.   W I T H 
P R O P E R  I N T E RV E N T I O N ,  B U I L D I N G  C O N C E P T S  C A N 
B E  I N C L U D E D ,  T Y I N G  I N TO  T H E  C O N T E X T O F  T H E 
M A I N  C A M P U S ,  B Y U T I L I Z I N G  M AT E R I A L S ,  B U I L D I N G 
P L A C E M E N T,  A N D  L A N D S C A P I N G  W H I L E  P R O V I D I N G 
A M O R E  S E N S I T I V E  P E D E S T R I A N - F R I E N D LY 
E N V I R O N M E N T,  W H I C H  W I L L S E RV E  B O T H  T H E 
U N I V E R S I T Y A N D  C O M M U N I T Y AT  L A R G E .

S t .  L a n d r y  C o r r i d o r  a t 
S t .  L a n d r y  A v e n u e
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T H E  I N T E R S E C T I O N  O F  S T.  M A R Y  B O U L E VA R D  A N D 
J O H N S T O N  S T R E E T  H A S ,  F O R  S O M E  T I M E ,  B E E N 
H A N D L I N G  A S I G N I F I C A N T  V O L U M E  O F  T R A F F I C , 
B O T H  P E D E S T R I A N  A N D  V E H I C U L A R .   W I T H  T H E 
I M P L E M E N TAT I O N  O F  T H E  P R O P O S E D  C O M M U T E R 
PA R K I N G  P O S S I B I L I T I E S  AT  S T.  M A R Y  A N D  S T.  L A N D R Y 
C O R R I D O R ,  C H A N G E S  T O  T H E  I N T E R S E C T I O N  W I L L 
H AV E  T O  B E  D E V I S E D .   O V E R  T I M E ,  T H E  I N T E R S E C T I O N 
W I L L H A N D L E  U P  T O  1 / 3  O F  T H E  E N T I R E  S T U D E N T 
B O D Y  D U R I N G  P E A K  D E M A N D  T I M E S .   W I D E N I N G  T H E 
C R O S S I N G  W I L L B E  PA R A M O U N T.   S I M I L A R  I M PA C T 
W I L L O C C U R  AT  J O H N S T O N  S T R E E T  A N D  U N I V E R S I T Y 
AV E N U E ,  A S  W E L L A S  U N I V E R S I T Y  AV E N U E  A N D 
M C K I N L E Y  S T R E E T,  B U T  W I L L N O T  B E  F U E L E D  B Y  A 
M A J O R  PA R K I N G  I N T E R V E N T I O N .

I T  C A N  B E  S A F E LY  A S S U M E D ,  A L S O ,  T H AT  W I T H 
T H E  I N T R O D U C T I O N  O F  S I G N I F I C A N T  P E D E S T R I A N 
A C T I V I T Y,  C U R R E N T  R E A L E S TAT E  O P T I O N S 
A L O N G  T H E  VA R I O U S  T H O R O U G H FA R E S  W I L L B E 
A LT E R E D  S I G N I F I C A N T LY.   M I X E D  U S E S  O F  R E TA I L , 
S E R V I C E S  A N D  F O R - R E N T  A N D  F O R - S A L E  H O U S I N G 
S U R R O U N D I N G  T H E  C A M P U S  W I L L B E C O M E  A H I G H E R 
A N D  B E T T E R  U S E  T H A N  T H E  C U R R E N T  T R E N D  O F 
S U R FA C E  PA R K I N G  O R  I N F E R I O R  R E N T  H O U S E S .   A L L 
A R E  I N T E N D E D  T O  B E  S T R U C T U R E D  A R O U N D  T H E 
E N L I G H T E N M E N T  O F  T H E  P U B L I C  R E A L M .
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S T U D E N T S  W E R E  A S K E D ,  “ W H A T,  I N  Y O U R 
O P I N I O N ,  H A S  B E E N  Y O U R  W O R S T  E X P E R I E N C E 
W H I L E  A T T E N D I N G  U L ? ”    O V E R W H E L M I N G  T H E 
R E S P O N S E  W A S  T R A N S I T  F R O M  U N I V E R S I T Y 
C O M M O N  T O  T H E  M A I N  C A M P U S .

W H E N  S O L U T I O N S  W E R E  C O N S I D E R E D ,  T W O 
S U R F A C E D  A S  P O S S I B L E  A N S W E R S .   O N E  W A S 
T H E  C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  A  P A R K I N G  D E C K 
P O S I T I O N E D  W I T H I N  A  M A X I M U M  1 0 - M I N U T E 
W A L K  F R O M  A L L  A C A D E M I C  F U N C T I O N S .  O P T I O N 
T W O  W A S  T H E  C R E A T I O N  O F  A  S T A T E - O F - T H E -
A R T  T R A N S I T  S Y S T E M  B Y  E I T H E R  B U S E S  O R 
R A I L .  T O  T H E  S T U D E N T S ,  S T A T E - O F - T H E - A R T 
M E A N T  T O  R U N  O N  T I M E ,  W I T H  F R E Q U E N T 
R O U T E S ,  A N D  C O M F O R T A B L E .

T H I S  R E N D E R I N G  D E P I C T S  A  S O L U T I O N 
T H A T  A D D R E S S E S  T H E  I N C O R P O R A T I O N  O F 
B O T H  S O L U T I O N S .   T H E  P A R K I N G  D E C K  A S 
I L L U S T R A T E D  I S  L I N E D  W I T H  P U B L I C  M I X E D 
U S E S  W H I L E  I N C O R P O R A T I N G  T H E  L I G H T -
R A I L  T R A N S I T  S Y S T E M  T H A T  C O N N E C T S  T O 
U N I V E R S I T Y  C O M M O N .
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A T  T H E  C O R E  O F  T H E  M A S T E R  P L A N ’ S  M I S S I O N 
I S  T H E  F O S T E R I N G  O F  A  2 4 - H O U R  C A M P U S  L I F E .  
T H E  N E W  S T U D E N T  U N I O N  S E R V E S  A S  T H E 
N U C L E U S  T H A T  S U P P O R T S  T H I S  A C T I V I T Y.   T H E 
U N I O N  W I L L  S E R V E  A L L  O N - C A M P U S  H O U S I N G  A S 
T H E  T O W N  C E N T E R  W O U L D  A N  U R B A N  S E T T I N G , 
P R O V I D I N G  C A F E S ,  C O F F E E  S H O P S ,  A  P O S T 
O F F I C E ,  A N D  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  S E R V I C E S .   T O 
T H E  C O M M U T E R ,  I T  W I L L  B E  A L L  O F  T H E  A B O V E 
P L U S  A  R E S P I T E  B E T W E E N  D A I L Y  A R R I V A L  A N D 
D E P A R T U R E .   T O  T H E  F A C U L T Y  A N D  S T A F F,  I T 
W I L L  E N H A N C E  T H E I R  D A I L Y  I N T E R A C T I O N  W I T H 
A  F A C U L T Y  C L U B  A N D  A  W H O L E  A R R A Y  O F  R E T A I L 
S E R V I C E S .   T O  T H E  G E N E R A L  P U B L I C ,  T H E 
U N I O N  W I L L  O F F E R  A N  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  E N G A G E 
W I T H  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  I N  F O R U M S ,  F I L M S  A N D 
M E E T I N G  S P A C E . 

T H E  R E N D E R I N G  D E P I C T S  A  R E E N G A G E M E N T 
O F  T H E  U N I O N  W I T H  M C K I N L E Y  S T R E E T.   I T 
S H O U L D  B E  N O T E D  T H A T  A L L  P A R K I N G  A T  T H E 
B U I L D I N G  F R O N T A G E  H A S  B E E N  E L I M I N A T E D  A N D 
T H E  L A W N  N O W  P R O V I D E S  A  M O R E  C O M P E L L I N G 
P R E S E N T A T I O N  T O  M C K I N L E Y  A S  A  M A I N  S T R E E T.
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T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  H A S  I M P O S E D  A  N U M B E R  O F 
S I G N I F I C A N T  P H Y S I C A L  F O R C E S  U P O N  T H E 
C O M M U N I T Y.   M O S T  A R E  C O N S I D E R E D  B E N E F I C I A L , 
B U T  S O M E  O F  T H E  M O R E  N E G AT I V E  O N E S  H AV E 
B E E N  P L AY E D  D O W N .   P E R H A P S  O N E  O F  T H E 
M O S T  P R O N O U N C E D ,  L E S S  T H A N  C O N S T R U C T I V E 
I M PA C T S  H A S  O C C U R R E D  I M M E D I AT E  T O  T H E 
C A M P U S  E D G E .   E C O N O M I C  D Y N A M I C S  O F T E N 
TA K E  T H E  L E A S T  R E S T R I C T I V E  R O U T E  A S 
E V I D E N C E D  I N  C U R R E N T  M A R K E T  T R E N D S  AT 
T H E  A D J A C E N T  E D G E S  O F  C A M P U S .  G R AV E L E D 
PA R K I N G  L O T S  H AV E  B E E N  A L L O W E D  T O  D O T  T H E 
M A J O R  A R T E R I A L  F R O N TA G E S  A N D  “ S H A N T Y ” - L I K E 
H O U S I N G  H A S  B E E N  A L L O W E D  T O  N O T  O N LY  E X I S T 
B U T  T O  P R O L I F E R AT E  O V E R  T I M E ,  R E S U LT I N G  I N  A 
V U L N E R A B L E  B U I LT  E N V I R O N M E N T. 

T H I S  R E N D E R I N G  P R O P O S E S  A  R E D E D I C AT I O N  O F 
T H E  E D G E  P R O P E R T I E S  T O  P R O V I D E  A  H I G H E R 
L E V E L  O F  S E R V I C E S  M A D E  P O S S I B L E  B Y  N E W  L A N D 
U S E  C R I T E R I A  F U E L E D  B Y  M A R K E T - D R I V E N  D E M A N D , 
C O U P L E D  W I T H  R E G U L AT O R Y  E N T I T L E M E N T.
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T H E  C E N T E R P I E C E  O F  T H E  N E W  U N I V E R S I T Y 
C O M M O N  W I L L  B E  T H E  I N C O R P O R AT I O N  O F  A  M I X 
O F  U S E S ,  S T R U C T U R E D  A R O U N D  C O M P L E M E N T I N G 
T H E  A S P E C T S  O F  E N H A N C E D  R E S E A R C H 
A C T I V I T I E S .  B Y  I N T E R F A C I N G  T H E  C O N N E C T I V I T Y 
O F  P E D E S T R I A N ,  V E H I C U L A R  A N D  B I C Y C L E 
N E T W O R K S  A N D  E X PA N D I N G  T H E  O F F E R I N G S  T O 
A L L O W  F O R  A  S M A L L  E L E M E N TA R Y  L A B  S C H O O L , 
E N H A N C E D  U N D E R G R A D U AT E  C L A S S R O O M  S PA C E , 
A N D  A N  E X PA N S I O N  O F  T H E  C O N V E N T I O N  C E N T E R 
D Y N A M I C ,  T H E  R I C H N E S S  A N D  S U C C E S S  O F  T H E 
P L A N  W I L L  H E L P  A S S U R E  S U C C E S S .
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M A S T E R  P L A N  &  D E S I G N  V I S I O N



UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA AT LAFAYETTE
M A S T E R  P L A N  &  G U I D I N G  P R I N C I P L E S

31

B

CHARRETTE DATE: 10.17.11          FINAL DATE: 05.28.13

A T H L E T I C S  A C T I V I T Y  W I T H I N  T H E  L A S T  S E V E R A L 
Y E A R S  H A S  B E E N  O N  A  S I G N I F I C A N T  R I S E .  
W I T H  S U C C E S S E S  I N  A L L  M A J O R  S P O R T S ,  T H E 
U N I V E R S I T Y  M U S T  F O C U S  O N  H O W  E X P A N S I O N S 
C A N  B E  H A N D L E D .   C A J U N  F I E L D  C U R R E N T L Y 
S E A T S  3 0 , 0 0 0 ,  W H I C H  I S  I N A D E Q U A T E  S H O U L D 
C U R R E N T  S U C C E S S E S  C O N T I N U E .   A T H L E T I C 
F A C I L I T I E S  M U S T  B E  U P G R A D E D  I F  T H E 
P R O G R A M  I S  T O  C O M P E T E  W I T H  O T H E R  M A J O R 
U N I V E R S I T I E S  A N D  U L  I S  R E A D Y  T O  T A K E  T H A T 
N E X T  S T E P.

T H I S  I M A G E  P R O J E C T S  T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  A 
N E W  E N T R Y  D R I V E  F R O M  B E R T R A N D  D R I V E  T H A T 
T E R M I N A T E S  A T  A  N E W L Y  R E N O V A T E D  C A J U N 
F I E L D  C O M P L E X .   T H E  D R A W I N G  G E S T U R E S  A 
N E W  L I N E R  B U I L D I N G  L O C A T E D  O N  T H E  W E S T 
S I D E  O F  T H E  S T A D I U M .   T H E  L I N E R  B U I L D I N G 
I S  I N T E N D E D  T O  F O C U S  O N  E D U C A T I O N A L  A N D 
M A N A G E M E N T  N E E D S  O F  T H E  P R O G R A M .   T H E 
N O T I O N  I S  P R O J E C T E D  H E R E ,  W I T H  A  N E W 
A M P H I T H E A T E R  D E S I G N E D  T O  A C C O M M O D A T E 
P R E - G A M E  A C T I V I T I E S  A N D  T O  S E R V E  A S  A 
F O R M A L  G R E E T I N G  P O R T A L  T O  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y.
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C a j u n  F i el  d  V i c t o r y  P l a z a
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THE UNIVERSITY CURRENTLY HAS PLANS TO BUILD , 
OVER T IME,  A RESEARCH PARK AND HAS ALREADY 
COMMITTED LAND TO THAT CENTER OF ATTENTION 
I .E .  THE ESTUARINE HABITATS AND COASTAL 
F ISHERIES CENTER AND THE NATIONAL OCEANIC  AND 
ATMOSPHERIC  ADMIN ISTRATION BUILD INGS.   THE 
CURRENT LAND DEVELOPMENT CONFIGURATION 
SUGGESTS A SUBURBAN LAND DEVELOPMENT PATTERN 
OF S INGLE-USE FOCUS.   WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN,  IT  IS  PROPOSED THAT 
RATHER THAN A RESEARCH “PARK, ”  THAT A BROADER 
STRATEGY BE CONTEMPLATED.   THE TERM “V ILLAGE” 
IS  USED TO SUGGEST THAT A NETWORK OF LAND USES 
BE STRUCTURED IN  COMPLEMENT TO OTHER USES 
THAT SUPPORT AND FEED OFF  OF  EACH OTHER,  L IKE 
RESTAURANTS,  HOTELS,  AND THE PERFORMING ARTS 
CENTER,  TO NAME BUT A FEW.

L INKAGES FROM THE RESEARCH FOCUSED “PARK”  ARE 
BE ING FORMALIZED BY MEANINGFUL B ICYCLE WAYS 
AND PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS ALL INTERMIXED.  
THE ARTICULATION OF DRAINAGE PATTERNS HAS 
BEEN PROPOSED AS AN ENVIRONMENTAL REGIONAL 
DETENTION OVERLAY.   TH IS  WILL SERVE NOT ONLY TO 
ADDRESS STORM DRAINAGE BUT TO ALSO ENHANCE THE 
URBAN AESTHETIC .   ARCHITECTURAL COMPATIB IL ITY 
WILL FURTHER REINFORCE THE UL SENSE-OF-PLACE.
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U n i v e r s i t y  C o m m o n s : 
R ese   a r c h  V i ll  a ge

UNIVERSITY COMMONS: RESEARCH VILLAGE
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M A R K E T  S T U D I E S  H AV E  I N D I C AT E D  T H AT  A 
S TAT E - O F - T H E - A R T  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S  C E N T E R 
( PA C )  S E R V I N G  T H E  L A FAY E T T E  R E G I O N  C A N  B E 
S U P P O R T E D .   I T  I S  P R O P O S E D  T H AT  T H E  N E W 
V E N U E  B E  C A PA B L E  O F  S E AT I N G  2 , 2 0 0  P E O P L E  B U T 
M U S T  H AV E  T H E  A B I L I T Y  T O  B R E A K  D O W N  I N T O 
S M A L L E R  V E N U E S .

I N I T I A L  S C H E M E S  P R E PA R E D  O V E R  T H E  Y E A R S 
P R O P O S E D  P L A C E M E N T  O F  T H E  N E W  PA C 
A S  A  S TA N D - A L O N E  C O M P L E X  L O C AT E D  O N 
J O H N S T O N  A N D  C A J U N D O M E  B O U L E VA R D .   T H E 
C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N N E R S  B E L I E V E  T H AT 
L E V E R A G I N G  T H E  D R A W I N G  P O W E R  O F  S U C H  A 
FA C I L I T Y  C A N  F U E L  S I G N I F I C A N T  A C T I V I T Y  W I T H I N 
A  M I X E D  U S E  C E N T E R ,  W H I L E  A D D I N G  R I C H N E S S  T O 
T H E  Q U A L I T Y  O F  A  R E S E A R C H - F O C U S E D  V I L L A G E .  
F U R T H E R M O R E ,  P O S S I B L E  E F F I C I E N C I E S ,  W H I C H 
C A N  B E  A C H I E V E D  T H R O U G H  S H A R E D  PA R K I N G 
A N D  A U X I L I A R Y  A D J A C E N T  L A N D  U S E S ,  C A N  B E 
S U B S TA N T I A L . 
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P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t e r
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M A S T E R  P L A N

Since  acquis i t ion of  the Lourdes  property  i s  being proposed as 
th is  p lan is  being developed,  obvious  freedoms are being taken 
to  orchestrate  poss ib le  Main Campus reorganizat ion.     Should 
the negot iat ions  not  result  in  the Univers i ty ’s  acquis i t ion of 
the Lourdes  property,  then there are several  a l ternat ives , 
which have not  been portrayed here.   At  the proper  t ime, 
those scenar ios  can and should be explored,  but  they are not 
a  part  of  the scope of  th is  study.

P h a s i n g 
M a s t e r  P l a n

The Main Campus space needs analys is  indicates  that  the bas ic 
academic  requirements  of  the Univers i ty ’s  undergraduate 
programs can be met  within  ex ist ing  renovated space in  th is 
sector.   There are,  however,  speci f ic  funct ional  needs,  which 
are  required now to meet  the demand of  speci f ic  programs 
such as  engineer ing ,  architecture,  and nurs ing.  I t  i s  proposed 
that  nurs ing be a l lowed to re locate within  the next  few years  to 
the St .  Landry  Corr idor  s i te ,  e i ther  temporar i ly  within  ex ist ing 
space or  bui l t- to-suit  space,  condit ioned on avai lable  funds.  
Relocat ions  of  departments ,  programs,  and undergraduate 
research programs can then be a l lowed.   These shi f ts  would 
a l low better  eff ic iencies  and meet  the requirements  of  their 
respect ive  miss ions.  These adjustments  should occur  over  the 
next  7  to  10 years  based on need and avai lable  funding. 

M a i n  C a m p u s

The pr imary focus  for  obtain ing and shi f t ing  the Lourdes 
Medical  fac i l i ty  i s  to  create a  new nurs ing fac i l i ty  and a 
broadened medical  concentrat ion.   Relocat ion of  the nurs ing 
col lege enables  the restructur ing of  the Main Campus.   This , 
too,  wi l l  a l low the Univers i ty  to  begin  consider ing expanding 
i ts  b iomedical  research potent ia l ,  something that  wi l l  further 
not  only  the academic  br idge to  Univers i ty  Common,  but  no 
doubt  the phys ica l  land connect ions  as  wel l .

S t .  L a n d r y  C o r r i d o r

In  many ways,  Univers i ty  Common can begin  independent ly 
moving forward with the development of  real  estate within  the 
d istr ict  as  def ined.   Market  studies  indicate fa i r ly  aggress ive 
potent ia l  for  s igni f icant  mixed-use,  which wi l l  enhance 
any Univers i ty  miss ion,  inc luding research,  athlet ics  and 
community-supported amenit ies ,  such as  the performing arts 
center  and an expanded convent ion center.   I t  i s  suggested 
that  the Univers i ty  begin  immediately  developing strategies 
supported by covenants  and restr ict ions  d irect ly  re lated to 
var ious  development approaches and types  of  uses. 

U n i v e r s i t y  C o m m o n
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M a i n  C a m p u s
Bui l t  around walkable,  mixed-use,  and 
interconnected opportunit ies ,  the or ig inal  Main 
Campus was def ined by Johnston Street ,  Univers i ty 
Avenue,  McKinley  Street ,  and St .  Mary Boulevard.  
The p lan was d isc ip l ined around an orthogonal  ax is 
with  2-  and 3-story  bui ld ings.   The architecture 
was def ined by red br ick ,  Col leg iate  Georgian 
architecture,  which had a  very  vernacular  accent  to 
i ts  assembly.   Dur ing the preparat ion of  the Master 
P lan,  the p lanning team decided to  ca l l  the sty le 
“Creole  Col leg iate  Georgian”,  in  recognit ion of  the 
many attr ibutes  of  the region's  Creole  inf luences 
(see Architecture) .  

The campus edges  were re inforced with a  l ine of 
l ive  oaks  known today as  the Century  Oaks.   As  th is 
sector  of  the campus has  matured,  i t  has  become 
endeared in  the region and in  many ways  has  become 
a  symbol  of  the Univers i ty  and even the Acadiana 
region.   Because of  th is  ident i ty,  the Univers i ty  has 
decided that  the pattern to  be fo l lowed for  th is 
comprehensive p lan should pay speci f ic  homage to 
th is  h istor ic  b lock.

Although history  was wel l  establ ished,  t ime 
nevertheless  tested the resolve of  the ear ly 
p lanners .   Pressure from an auto-dominated culture 
has  n ipped away at  the beauty  of  the campus 
environment by provid ing pr iv i leged real  estate to 
accommodate commuter  park ing demands.   This 
comprehensive p lan seeks  to  refocus  the park ing 
pr ior i ty,  by  re locat ing most  park ing f ie lds  away 
from bui ld ing frontages,  thereby improving the 
pedestr ian realm and the natural  beauty  of  the 

campus.   Park ing has  not  been el iminated but  re legated 
to  a  more appropr iate  domain,  pos i t ioned in  var ious 
locat ions  or  zones  throughout  the campus.   A l l  park ing is 
s i tuated within  a  ten-minute walk  of  the respect ive  users . 

The “Path of  Knowledge” is  a  f igurat ive  and phys ica l 
greenway that  l inks  Univers i ty  Common through the S t . 
L a n d r y  C o r r i d o r  to  the Main Campus,  serv ing to  def ine 
and connect  the Univers i ty  of  Louis iana at  Lafayette. 
The Path of  Knowledge extends through the property 
a long an ex ist ing  dra inage latera l ,  l ink ing to  the St .  Mary 
thoroughfare at  Brooks  Street ,  where a  new commuter 
park ing fac i l i ty  and/or  trans i t  stop wi l l  terminate. 

               
             EXISTING BUILDINGS
           

              NEW/PROPOSED 
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O L O L  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  d e c i d e d  t o  r e b u i l d  i t s  m a i n 
h o s p i t a l  a t  a  n e w  l o c a t i o n ,  l e a v i n g  b e h i n d  t h e 
o l d e r  e d i f i c e  a n d  h o p i n g  t o  s e l l  i t s  h o l d i n g s .  
T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s ,  b y  f a r,  t h e  m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e 
c o n t e n d e r  f o r  a c q u i r i n g  t h i s  r e a l  e s t a t e ,  w i t h 
a d j a c e n c i e s  o n  s e v e r a l  f r o n t a g e s .   I t  i s  a s s u m e d 
t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  c o u l d  a c q u i r e  t h e  p r o p e r t y.   A s 
a  r e s u l t ,  s o m e  r e l a t e d  c o n c e p t s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  a n 
i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p l a n .

M a n y  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  b e i n g  v a c a t e d  b y  O L O L 
h a v e  r e a c h e d  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e i r  b e n e f i c i a l  l i f e , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  a n y  u s e  o t h e r  t h a n  a  r e g i o n a l  a c u t e 
c a r e  h o s p i t a l .   R e t r o f i t t i n g  o r  r e - p u r p o s i n g  t h e  m a i n 
h o s p i t a l  w i l l  c o s t  a s  m u c h - o r  m o r e - t h a n  b u i l d i n g 
i t  f r o m  s c r a t c h .   F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  t h e  M a s t e r  P l a n 
a n t i c i p a t e s  r e m o v a l  o f  a l l  b u t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p a r k i n g 
s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h e  I m a g i n g  C e n t e r,  t h e  o l d  o r p h a n a g e , 
a n d  t h e  a r r a y  o f  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t 
p r i m a r i l y  f r o n t  S t .  M a r y  B o u l e v a r d . 

W i t h  t h e  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y,  t h e 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n  p r o p o s e s  r e d e f i n i n g  a l l  o f 
t h e  p u b l i c  d o m a i n  f r o n t a g e s  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  a n d 
p e r p e t u a t e  a  m o r e  p e d e s t r i a n -  a n d  b i c y c l e - f r i e n d l y 
t h o r o u g h f a r e  s y s t e m .   N e w l y  c r e a t e d  t h o r o u g h f a r e 
s t a n d a r d s  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e s e  g u i d i n g 
p r i n c i p l e s .  

S t .  L a n d r y  f r o n t a g e s  h a v e  b u i l d i n g s  p o s i t i o n e d 
n e a r  t h e  r o a d  a n d  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  u s e d  f o r 
c l a s s r o o m s  a n d  p o s s i b l y  o f f i c e s .   H e i g h t s  a r e 
a r t i c u l a t e d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  n e w l y  d e f i n e d 
s c a l e  o f  t h e  t h o r o u g h f a r e s .   T h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f 
t h e  S t .  L a n d r y  C o r r i d o r  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  m i r r o r  t h e 
a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  C r e o l e  C o l l e g i a t e 
G e o r g i a n  s t y l e .

A l o n g  S t .  J u l i e n ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a c a d e m i c  f u n c t i o n s , 
i t  i s  e n v i s i o n e d  t h a t  m u l t i - f a m i l y  a n d  s i n g l e -
f a m i l y  d e t a c h e d  h o u s i n g  b e  b u i l t ,  w i t h  t h e  l a t t e r 
p o s i t i o n e d  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l   n e i g h b o r h o o d s .

T h e  “ P a t h  o f  K n o w l e d g e ”  i s  a  f i g u r a t i v e  a n d  p h y s i c a l 
g r e e n w a y  t h a t  l i n k s  U n i v e r s i t y  C o m m o n  t h r o u g h 
t h e  S t .  L a n d r y  C o r r i d o r  t o  t h e  M a i n  C a m p u s .   I t 
s e r v e s  t o  d e f i n e  a n d  c o n n e c t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y.

N a t u r a l  l a n d  f e a t u r e s  a n d  c r e a t e d  a m e n i t i e s 
f r o m  p a r k s ,  p l a y g r o u n d s ,  a n d  q u a d r a n g l e s  a r e 
d i s t r i b u t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t .  L a n d r y  C o r r i d o r. 

S t .  L a n d r y  C o r r i d o r
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In  many ways,  Univers i ty  Common can begin 
independent ly  moving forward with the development of 
real  estate  within  the d istr ict  as  def ined.   Market  studies 
indicate  a  fa i r ly  aggress ive potent ia l  for  s igni f icant 
mixed-use,  which wi l l  enhance any Univers i ty  miss ion, 
inc luding research,  athlet ics ,  as  wel l  as  community-
supported amenit ies  such as  the performing arts  center 
and convent ion center.  I t  i s  suggested that  the Univers i ty 
begin  immediately  developing strategies  supported by 
covenants  and restr ict ions  d irect ly  re lated to  var ious 
development approaches and types  of  uses. 

The Univers i ty,  in  referr ing to  th is  property,  has  used 
the moniker,  “Univers i ty  Common”.  I t  i s  located a lmost 
at  the c i ty ’s  epicenter,  both geographica l ly  and a lso 
at  i ts  populat ion center.   I ts  geographic  pos i t ion in 
the community  and i ts  immediate access  to  two major 
arter ia l  access  points ,  W.  Congress  and Bertrand, 
inc luding I -10 to  the north,  postures  th is  s i te  for  many 
v ibrant  poss ib i l i t ies .   The v igor  of  th is  s i te  i s  echoed in 
the recent  market  analys is  commiss ioned as  part  of  th is 
comprehensive p lan.   Whi le  the intent  i s  to  cont inue 
the s i te ’s  a l ready wel l -establ ish  concentrat ions  as  a 
research,  c iv ic ,  and athlet ics  hub,  character ized by the 
Estuar ine Habitats  and Coasta l  F isher ies  Center,  L ITE, 
Abdal la  Hal l ,  NOAA bui ld ings,  Cajundome and Cajun 
F ie ld,  i t  wi l l  now be enl ivened with i ts  own urban center 
provid ing for  a  balanced work,  l ive,  and recreat ional 
environment.

The uses  prescr ibed by the comprehensive p lan can 
conceivably  add substant ia l  va lue to  the Univers i ty.   The 
p lan for  Univers i ty  Common inc ludes:

U n i v e r s i t y  C o m m o n

	 R E S E A R C H 		  650,000 S F
	 R E S I D E N T I A L    		 250,000 S F/600 U N I T S
               	 COMMERC IA L 	 	 200-  250,000 S F
	 H OT E L 			   300 R O O M S 	
	 P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S 	 100,000 SF

The concentrat ion of  c iv ic ,  inst i tut ional ,  and commercia l 
act iv i ty  wi l l  be ingra ined into the surrounding 
neighborhoods,  purposely  not  i so lat ing i tse l f  f rom the 
community  and has  been structured emphasiz ing speci f ic 
uses  but  fo l lowing the pr inc ip les  of  mixed-use urban des ign.  
With W.  Congress  and Bertrand as  regional  connectors 
to  the remaining c i ty,  the connect ing streets  internal 
to  the land plan are del ineated through mult ipurpose 
thoroughfares  for  a l l  modes of  t ransport .   Many act iv i t ies , 
where dai ly  l iv ing  occurs  within  walk ing d istance,  a l low 
independence to  students ,  professors ,  and res idents 
a l ike.  A l l  interconnected street  networks  are des igned to 
encourage walk ing ,  thereby further  reducing the number 
and length of  automobi le  tr ips ,  whi le  conserv ing energy 
and the impact  on the environment.  
 

The markets  ident i f ied a  range of  housing types  and 
pr ice  levels .   The des ign ref lects  speci f ic  locat ions  for 
each type.   Because of  the var ied housing ranges,  i t  i s 
ant ic ipated that  students ,  professors ,  researchers , 
investors ,  and ret i rees  wi l l  engage through strong dai ly 
interact ion and strengthen the personal ,  academic,  and 
c iv ic  bonds essent ia l  to  the Univers i ty  community  and the 
broader  community  as  wel l .   H igher  densit ies  wi l l  make 
v iable  Univers i ty  and publ ic  t rans i t  to  the Main Campus 
and the region. 

Natural  land features  and created amenit ies  f rom parks , 
p laygrounds,  and quadrangles  are d istr ibuted throughput 
the d istr ict ,  a l l  l inked by the “Path of  Knowledge”.   The 
“Path of  Knowledge” is  a  f igurat ive and phys ica l  greenway 
that  l inks  Univers i ty  Common through the S t .  L a n d r y 
C o r r i d o r  to  the Main Campus that  serves  to  def ine and 
connect  the Univers i ty  of  Louis iana.

The architecture is  intended to  mirror  the architecture of 
the Univers i ty ’s  Creole  Col leg iate Georgian sty le ,  whi le 
a l lowing the c iv ic  bui ld ings  and major  publ ic  gather ing 
p laces  to  project  d ist inct ive  forms di fferent  f rom that 
of  other  bui ld ings  whi le  st i l l  in  someway support ing the 
fabr ic  of  the Univers i ty ’s  h istor ic  base.
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WATER SYSTEM

STORM DRAINAGE SYSTEM

SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM

COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

ELECTRICAL LOCATION

NATURAL GAS LOCATIONS

CHILLER LOCATIONS

CABLE LOCATIONS

Highl ighted in  red are  the potent ia l  water 
system conf l ict  areas.   These areas  wi l l  need 
to  be studied to  ensure proper  ut i l i ty  system 
layout. 
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Highl ighted in  red are  the potent ia l  storm 
drainage system conf l ict  areas.   These areas 
wi l l  need to  be studied to  ensure proper 
ut i l i ty  system layout. 
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Highl ighted in  red are  the potent ia l  sanitary 
sewer system conf l ict  areas.   These areas  wi l l 
need to  be studied to  ensure proper  ut i l i ty 
system layout. 
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Highl ighted in  red are  the potent ia l 
communicat ion system conf l ict  areas.   These 
areas  wi l l  need to  be studied to  ensure proper 
ut i l i ty  system layout.  
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ELECTRICAL LOCATION
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Highl ighted in  red are the potent ia l  e lectr ica l 
system conf l ict  areas.   These areas  wi l l  need 
to  be studied to  ensure proper  ut i l i ty  system 
layout.  
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WATER SYSTEM

STORM DRAINAGE SYSTEM

SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM

COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

ELECTRICAL LOCATION

NATURAL GAS LOCATIONS

CHILLER LOCATIONS

CABLE LOCATIONS

Highl ighted in  red are  the potent ia l  natural 
gas  conf l ict  areas.   These areas  wi l l  need to  be 
studied to  ensure proper  ut i l i ty  system layout.  
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Highl ighted in  red are  the potent ia l  ch i l ler 
system conf l ict  areas.   These areas  wi l l  need 
to  be studied to  ensure proper  ut i l i ty  system 
layout.  
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Highl ighted in  red are the potent ia l  cable 
system conf l ict  areas.   These areas  wi l l  need 
to  be studied to  ensure proper  ut i l i ty  system 
layout.  
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Highl ighted in  red are  the potent ia l  water 
system conf l ict  areas.   These areas  wi l l  need 
to  be studied to  ensure proper  ut i l i ty  system 
layout.   Locat ions  for  future water  systems 
infrastructure should be studied to  ensure 
proper  ut i l i ty  layout.   I t  i s  recommended to 
keep ut i l i t ies  together  a long a  “spine” as  to  not 
interfere with  future bui ld ing construct ion.
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Highl ighted in  red are  the potent ia l  storm 
drainage system conf l ict  areas.  Locat ions  for 
future storm drainage system infrastructure 
should be studied to  ensure proper  ut i l i ty 
layout.   I t  i s  recommended to keep ut i l i t ies 
together  a long a  “spine” as  to  not  interfere 
with  future bui ld ing construct ion. 
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Highl ighted in  red are  the potent ia l  sanitary 
sewer system conf l ict  areas.  Locat ions  for 
future sanitary  sewer infrastructure should 
be studied to  ensure proper  ut i l i ty  layout.  
I t  i s  recommended to keep ut i l i t ies  together 
a long a  “spine” as  to  not  interfere with  future 
bui ld ing construct ion.
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M A S T E R  P L A N  &  D E S I G N  V I S I O N

WATER SYSTEM

STORM DRAINAGE SYSTEM

SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM

COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

ELECTRICAL LOCATION

NATURAL GAS LOCATIONS

CABLE LOCATIONS

Highl ighted in  red are the potent ia l  e lectr ica l 
system conf l ict  areas.  Locat ions  for  future 
e lectr ica l  systems infrastructure should be 
studied to  ensure proper  ut i l i ty  layout.   I t 
i s  recommended to keep ut i l i t ies  together 
a long a  “spine” as  to  not  interfere with  future 
bui ld ing construct ion.
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P R O P O S E D  C A M P U S  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  -  U N I V E R S I T Y  C O M M O N
WATER SYSTEM

STORM DRAINAGE SYSTEM

SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM

COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

ELECTRICAL LOCATION

NATURAL GAS LOCATIONS

CABLE LOCATIONS

Highl ighted in  red are  the potent ia l  natural 
gas  system conf l ict  areas.  Locat ions  for 
future natural  gas  infrastructure should be 
studied to  ensure proper  ut i l i ty  layout.   I t 
i s  recommended to keep ut i l i t ies  together 
a long a  “spine” as  to  not  interfere with  future 
bui ld ing construct ion.
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WATER SYSTEM

STORM DRAINAGE SYSTEM

SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM

COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

ELECTRICAL LOCATION

NATURAL GAS LOCATIONS

CABLE LOCATIONS

Highl ighted in  red are the potent ia l  cable 
system conf l ict  areas.  Locat ions  for  future 
cable  systems infrastructure should be 
studied to  ensure proper  ut i l i ty  layout.   I t 
i s  recommended to keep ut i l i t ies  together 
a long a  “spine” as  to  not  interfere with  future 
bui ld ing construct ion.

C a b le   L o c a t i o n s  O v e r v i e w

M A S T E R  P L A N  &  D E S I G N  V I S I O N

W. C
ONGRESS S

T.

ERASTE LANDRY RD.

C
AJU

N
D

O
M

E  BLVD

SOUVENIR G
ATE

C
O

LIS
E

U
M

 R
D

.

JOHNSTON ST.

BER
TR

AN
D

 D
R

.

N
. C

O
LLEG

E R
D

.

E.  D
EVALCOURT ST


