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Message from the Dean
MARY FARMER-KAISER ,  PH.D.

ALBERT EINSTEIN

"Old Man's Advice to Youth:
'Never Lose a Holy Curiosity,'"

LIFE Magazine, 2 May 1955.

“The important
thing is not to

stop questioning.
Curiosity has its

own reason for
existence...”

A new academic year always begins for me with thoughts about all the possibilities. This one
seems to be arriving with an equal measure of uncertainty too.

For some of you, grad school is a new chapter you’ve anticipated for years. For others, it may be
arriving after a tough job market altered your plans. If you’re an international student, I know this
year begins with navigating changing visa rules alongside the challenges of studying far from
home. And for those of you entering the final stretch of your graduate journey, you’re balancing
the work that still has to be done with all the questions about what comes next.

Even beyond our campus, possibility and uncertainty seem close companions. Just last week
came the announcement that SpaceX plans to build a $100 billion spaceport in Vermilion Parish
near Pecan Island. The opportunities and the questions are enormous. I especially appreciated
one historian’s recent reflection that when the U.S. entered the space race in the 1950s, Pecan
Island had only 400 residents and no electricity. Now it sits at the center of a historic moment full
of possibility and, yes, uncertainty. 

What do we do in moments like this? We stay curious.

In an interview with LIFE Magazine in 1955, Albert Einstein offered some good advice about the
need for questioning and curiosity. That advice seems fitting for grad students at the beginning of
a new academic year. After all, grad education teaches us far more than a discipline, a body of
literature, or a research method. If we let it, it teaches us a lot about ourselves. 

You learn how to respond when the answer—or perhaps even the question—isn’t obvious. How to
handle failure and rejection. How to change course when plans go awry. How to adapt under
pressure. How to persist. How to remain curious when all you want is certainty.

Those capacities matter in research and in creative work. They matter in the lab, the
seminar room, the archive, the clinic, the studio, and the library. And they matter in a
world changing as quickly as ours today.

So, as this new academic year begins, I hope you’ll meet both the excitement
and the uncertainty with curiosity. Ask questions, the good ones and the bad
ones. Follow the evidence, and be ready to pivot. Be willing to change your
mind. Trust the habits you’re building, and take care to build some good ones.
And pay attention to the process and what it is teaching you about yourself.

You don’t have to know exactly where this journey will end to begin it with
curiosity.

Welcome to the new academic year.

—Dr. MFK



Upcoming Events We made you a syllabus. It’s a little
different from the ones you’ll get from

your professors.

The Grad School 101 Syllabus is our
unofficial guide to making the most of

your graduate school experience.
Because the Graduate School is here to
help you thrive in grad school, not just

survive it.

During your academic journey, we will
help you connect, find resources,

develop essential skills, and learn how to
cope with grad school pressures.

But first, we want to hear from you.
Give us a first week reality check: How

are you doing? What’s going well? What
are you still figuring out? 𝗥𝗲𝘁𝘂𝗿𝗻𝗶𝗻𝗴
𝘀𝘁𝘂𝗱𝗲𝗻𝘁𝘀: 𝗪𝗵𝗮𝘁 𝗱𝗼 𝘆𝗼𝘂 𝗸𝗻𝗼𝘄
𝗻𝗼𝘄 𝘁𝗵𝗮𝘁 𝘆𝗼𝘂 𝘄𝗶𝘀𝗵 𝘆𝗼𝘂 𝗵𝗮𝗱

𝗸𝗻𝗼𝘄𝗻 𝘁𝗵𝗶𝘀 𝘁𝗶𝗺𝗲 𝗹𝗮𝘀𝘁 𝘆𝗲𝗮𝗿? Your
answer may be exactly what another

grad student needs to hear. 
Share your response.

Click the syllabus to download 
a copy and learn more.

To Infinity and Beyond: Grad Student Advice from the Toys of Toy Story

Mondays - Wake Up and Write!
Every Monday morning when the University is open, grad students and faculty
write, read, and think at the Alumni Center Board Room from 8:30–10:30 a.m.
The Grad School provides coffee, breakfast treats, support from our editors,
and quiet. You provide the focus and progress. Parking is easy. No registration
is required.

9/4 - Grad School Bingo
Join us for Grad Bingo Night on September 4th, in Griffin Hall room 147, open
to grad students, partners, and children. Win gift cards from local businesses,
groceries, and athletic gear while enjoying your grad community. Pizza will be
served at 5 pm, the first game begins at 5:30 pm. Register to attend.  

9/10 - A2i+ Career Insights: Intro to Management and Leadership Styles
Have you ever considered the difference between being a manager and being
a leader? This workshop provides an overview of the distinct characteristics
associated with each of these roles. Register for this virtual session from 2-
3:30pm CST via NC State by selecting the Career Readiness A2i+ 9/10 program.

9/16 - Fall 2026 Graduation Workshop
Join us virtually for the Fall 2026 Graduation Workshop to learn what you
need to know about the graduation process, important deadlines,
commencement, and more. Two sessions are available: 12–1 p.m. and 5:30–6:30
p.m. Plan ahead and make sure you’re ready to cross the finish line! Register
in advance and receive the Zoom link by clicking the preferred time above.

9/17 - Money Matters: Investing in Your Future
Join us for lunch and a Money Matters conversation with Dr. Brian Bolton
focused on investing as a graduate student. Lunch starts at 11:30 a.m. in HLG
315, and the discussion begins at noon. Advance registration is required.

9/22 - Grad Expo
Fall 2026 Grad Expo will be held on Tuesday, September 22, from 10:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. at the Alumni Center. Graduating students can stop by the Alumni
Center to visit the one stop shop in preparation for Commencement. Students
should pick which time fits best into their schedule. It is not required to
attend all day. 

Woody, Buzz, Jessie, Rex, and even the Aliens have some good
advice about thriving in grad school. As we begin a new academic
year, revisit some Toy Story-inspired reminders here about finding
your people, trusting the process, celebrating progress, and
remembering that you don’t have to do grad school alone.

https://ullafayette-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/c00184451_louisiana_edu/IQDsCt3FrsQaTJpEdDwI6MpDAUEwjPsT6qY9SURudPm9ANE?e=AetIRL
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fr%2FJLU3Zy2g4z%3Ffbclid%3DIwcGRvZgFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF4VndOM1ZxNG5paVV5Y09zc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHmtw7eGkOyhIXwuYYALaWmqdHMJYDf7OCJ0UXwWMDdrFWriS08PnTEuRvcZH_aem_ZQMVA3ELrHs99A_RE96tRg&h=AUCSjn-L8X_yrFYWdeWrIdig3zup-FwAfq15uRHS2NaSBmstjzOD_bvFVt1di6Efrf5s5vjPLB7sDiVgGhW70Sk9x8sob5gz-JCF-oyUnQAkhbRI2prB0HSPHq5c36AeyeK1J5kwSUyk&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AUBo0lLU38jMT3hGgpkhQUXRS6XzEz2SHCNgZBySrFVvstcwr_ogSa57RAHazL96gkWo9I5iyLWetqNuxF1PK60416GX5pfv29k8RUnTWSNiYeuNgjWsIF53x-SVJenAmSy5w1fsc1BQtKy9aX5BlB3tRrYtHwIv_eCzmRyEwchW5vljMPZd2xDlHUzHZpz_aIOFYDIctA54ioVZ4p8dYL6sxQ
https://cglink.me/2zD/r396138
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/33d2c0bd3a8c4f48874de7af80577962
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/33d2c0bd3a8c4f48874de7af80577962
https://cglink.me/2zD/r396309
https://cglink.me/2zD/r396310
https://cglink.me/2zD/r396310
https://ullafayette.campusgroups.com/gradschool/rsvp_boot?id=395989
https://louisiana.edu/graduateschool/blog/infinity-and-beyond-grad-student-advice-toys-toy-story
https://louisiana.edu/graduateschool/blog/infinity-and-beyond-grad-student-advice-toys-toy-story


GSO News & Deadlines

SGA News & Deadlines
The Statistical Consulting Center offers statistical consulting to

UL Lafayette grad students and faculty on research involving statistical methods.

Successful research requires planning. Contact Dr. Whitman and his team as early as
possible as you plan and conduct your research. They will listen to your needs and
work with you to understand the questions and objectives of your study. They will
actively participate and help you formulate your problems in terms of statistical

questions. They are ready to help you solve those problems, and work with you until
the solutions are reasonable and understandable. They also will discuss with you

what can, and cannot, be achieved using modern statistical methods.

Due to time limitations graduate students receive priority in scheduling.
Do NOT wait until the last minute to contact the Stats Center. 
There could be a backlog later in the semester. 
Schedule your initial consultation now! 

Funding Deadline: 
Friday, September 18th

General Meeting: 
September 25th @ 12 pm

Advocacy Committee Meeting:
September 24th @ 2:15 -3:15 pm

Communications Committee
Meeting:
September 22nd @ 1-2 pm

Funding Committee Meeting: 
September 21st @ 3-4 pm

4 Graduate Student Representatives
(a President & 3 Senators) Needed!!
Apply by: September 18th at noon, 
Applications are available online and, in
the SGA Office (Union).

*Must be able to attend the mandatory
candidates meeting on September 22nd at 
6 pm in the Vermilion Room (Union).
Elections will take place October 14  &
15th

th

Contact Information
Dr. Phillip Whitman, Director

204F Maxim Doucet Hall
phillip.whitman@louisiana.edu

GSO needs you.
If there’s no GSO representative,

grad students in your department
 are not eligible for GSO funding!

Current GSO Representative Vacancies:
Accounting
Education Curriculum & Instruction
Geoscience

Nursing
Petroleum Engineering
Physics

Interested? Talk to your Graduate Coordinator or reach out directly
to GSO at gso@louisiana.edu to learn more.

Follow GSO on 

Need conference funding? Learn how
SGA can help!

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fullafayettegso%2Fabout%2F%3FviewAsMember%3Dtrue&data=05%7C02%7Cgradschool%40louisiana.edu%7Cfe6b2e26e99949cf464c08df0207126b%7C13b3b0cecd7549a4bfea0a03b01ff1ab%7C1%7C0%7C639231901567313095%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lDfe44assLasuPOx3p9Q4NiKtEm02XCE9jZM9Y4GCP0%3D&reserved=0
https://moodle.louisiana.edu/course/view.php?id=33151
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DzrCzE3XNpEm_6goDsB_xq4u2q1k1SRRKiMLMA9Yet01UNzdBWTFMWDM1UkZCMUNZQzJNMERWNEtaQi4u&data=05%7C02%7Cjennifer.ercoli%40louisiana.edu%7C9934b60bf7fa42856b6e08df0848b4c2%7C13b3b0cecd7549a4bfea0a03b01ff1ab%7C1%7C0%7C639238780508056659%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pC7bYiS64L%2FI9A2eHWku2FE3uBUo3VermpGweXP9VEs%3D&reserved=0
https://louisiana.edu/sga/resources/get-funded
https://louisiana.edu/sga/resources/get-funded


#ULGradGoodNews

Hey awesome grad
students! As you navigate

your grad studies,
generating new knowledge

and creative works, we
want to hear about the good

stuff. Tell us about something
cool you did, a recent

accomplishment, and what your
amazing colleague or mentor did that

made you (and them) proud.

Your stories inspire us,
so don't hold back. 

Proposals are due by 
October 12, 2026, at 11:59 p.m. 

Grad student award recipients will present their work at the
Louisiana Impact Research Summit on April 9, 2027,

during Graduate Student Appreciation Week.

           Learn more about Round 5
                      and submit your proposal here!

Share the good,
and let's celebrate together!

Use https://bit.ly/ULGradGoodNews
to tell us something good!

“MIT Says AI Is Forcing A Rethink Of Col lege I tsel f , ”  Forbes ,  25 August
2026. (Read the ful l  MIT Ad Hoc Commit tee on AI Use in Teaching,
Learning, and Research Training Report  here.)

“How New Visa Limits Are Already Affect ing Col leges,”  Inside Higher
Educat ion ,  24 August 2026.

“DHS Limits Internships for  Internat ional  Students,”  Inside Higher
Educat ion ,  31 August 2026.

Grad Education in the News

Graduate Assistantship Handbook
The Graduate Assistantship Handbook--
updated for 2026-2027--identifies
expectations, policies, and resources for
both grad students and assistantship
supervisors.  Read the handbook here.

Together with Dr. Brian Bolton, the Graduate School, Academic
Affairs, and the Division of Research, Innovation, and Community

Development invite graduate students and faculty to submit
proposals for the Louisiana Impact Research Awards.

Round 5 of these awards will focus on
research exploring the people, place, and
future of Louisiana, with an emphasis on
research that advances Louisiana Vision

2035 and strengthens 
our state’s knowledge, 

communities, and economy.

10/6 - All Majors Career Fair
10/8 & 10/9 - Fall Break

10/8 - 10/11 -  Festivals Acadiens et
Créoles

10/14 - Money Matters
10/5 & 10/15 - 3MT Info Session

10/6 & 10/21 - Manuscript Workshop 
10/27 - A2i+ Opportunity Machine

10/29 - 3MT Workshop
 

Looking Ahead
to October
Learn more and register at

louisiana.edu/graduateschool

https://louisiana.edu/graduateschool/resource-hub/graduate-assistantship-handbook
https://business.louisiana.edu/louisianaimpactresearch
https://business.louisiana.edu/louisianaimpactresearch
https://business.louisiana.edu/louisianaimpactresearch
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ronschmelzer/2026/08/25/mit-says-ai-is-forcing-a-rethink-of-college-itself/
https://aiandeducation.mit.edu/
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/global/international-students-us/2026/08/24/international-student-rule-already-spurring
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/quick-takes/2026/08/31/dhs-limits-internships-international-students
https://louisiana.edu/graduateschool/resource-hub/graduate-assistantship-handbook
https://festivalsacadiens.com/
https://festivalsacadiens.com/
https://louisiana.edu/graduateschool


LEARN MORE AND SUBMIT YOUR PITCH
https://business.louisiana.edu

QUESTIONS?
Email josh.bendickson@louisiana.edu

Can you explain your research or creative work in a
way that anyone can understand? 

Three Minute Thesis (3MT®) challenges graduate students to present
their work and its significance to a non-specialist audience in only three
minutes, helping build communication and presentation skills. 

Information sessions are coming in October, so now is the time to learn what
3MT is all about, get inspired, and think about how you could tell the story of
your research or creative work. 

Watch videos of past participants and learn about the upcoming competition on the

Graduate School website.

2026 Inn-eaux-vate
Entrepreneurship
Pitch Competition

2026 Inn-eaux-vate
Entrepreneurship
Pitch Competition
The goals of the competition
are to provide an opportunity
for students to pitch business
ideas to a panel of UL Lafayette
alumni judges....and to possible
earn seed money to help them
start, commercialize, and scale
their business innovations.

KEY DATES
Applications Due

October 16

Semifinalists Announced:

October 27

Semifinals:

November 10

Final Pitch Competition

November 17 from 4-6 PM
LITE Center

AWARDS
This year’s competition will 
include more than $50,000 in
prize money, with $10,000 going
to the overall winner.

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

Struggling to find the right
resources for your research
project, thesis, or academic
paper? Our dedicated UL
Lafayette librarians will
work closely with you to

create a tailored research
strategy, offering expert
guidance on database
selection and source

evaluation. Save time and
gain confidence by

scheduling a one-on-one
research appointment today.

Dean Mary Farmer-Kaiser & Asif Istiak (PhD
Systems Engineering 2026),  the UL Lafayette
2025-2026 3MT® 1  Place Winnerst

https://business.louisiana.edu/entrepreneurshipresearch
https://business.louisiana.edu/entrepreneurshipresearch
https://louisiana.edu/graduateschool/resource-hub/professional-advancement/three-minute-thesis
https://louisiana.edu/graduateschool/resource-hub/professional-advancement/three-minute-thesis
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fbook-dupre&data=05%7C02%7Cjennifer.ercoli%40louisiana.edu%7C96b71458e0994298c73d08df03ba6738%7C13b3b0cecd7549a4bfea0a03b01ff1ab%7C1%7C0%7C639233771258648139%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HofyU7UePRdDqgrUkT7o31fEWlA5prlFNndBysTFVKM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fbook-dupre&data=05%7C02%7Cjennifer.ercoli%40louisiana.edu%7C96b71458e0994298c73d08df03ba6738%7C13b3b0cecd7549a4bfea0a03b01ff1ab%7C1%7C0%7C639233771258648139%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HofyU7UePRdDqgrUkT7o31fEWlA5prlFNndBysTFVKM%3D&reserved=0


Scholarly writing guides invariably remind us that a productive writing routine is a requisite for
academic success. And yet, even those among us who love the written word will often do anything
to avoid actually writing. 

A. Trevor Thrall in The Weekly Writing Routine Workbook suggests that creating a weekly writing
routine starts with auditing your existing routine. After reviewing what is (and isn’t) working, outline
your goals, use these to create a new routine, and revise as needed. Prioritize your writing time,
and do so consistently.

“Making wholesale changes quickly is a recipe for overwhelm and discomfort, which typically
leads us to seek our old comfort zone, even if we didn’t like it there,” Thrall acknowledges. “Your
goal is to create a lifelong routine.” The best way to do this is by implementing changes slowly and
letting go of things that don’t work for you.

Catherine Sharp (A Writer’s Workbook) points out that we are often so focused on what a writer
should be that we forget we become that very thing by performing the act of writing. When
approaching a writing routine, Sharp recommends breaking the task into its component parts to
make it more achievable. 

You may follow the advice above and find that, still, despite all efforts, you cannot write. Take
some time to consider the unacknowledged emotional side of writing: fear, anxiety, the stakes that
make the task so much more difficult than it should be. You may have to address these underlying
“roadblocks” before you can proceed, even by trying something as simple as writing down your
worries on a piece of paper and saving it for later as you return to the task at hand. Lower the
stakes as best you can, and simply begin. 

Tips & ToolsTips & ToolsWritingWriting
with Jamie Benner, Ph.D. 

International Graduate Students and the Duration of Status Rule
Update: What Faculty Need to Know
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security has issued a final rule changing how international students and exchange visitors
are admitted to the United States. The Office of International Affairs and Graduate School will host an in-person information
session for faculty focused on what these changes mean for international graduate students and graduate education.

While the Duration of Status Rule Update webpage created by Global Engagement is a helpful resource for both students and
faculty, this session will include an overview of the new rule and time for faculty questions. 

Developing a Productive Writing Routine 

Friday
September 4

11:30 am

WHEN:

WHERE:
Moody Hall
Room 103

https://louisiana.edu/internationalaffairs/current-students/duration-status-rule-update


@ULLafayetteGraduateSchool

@ULGradSchool

@ULGradSchool

University of  Louisiana
at Lafayette Graduate School

Get Outside
Get Involved

September ArtWalk
Sept. 12 @ 5 PM - Downtown Lafayette

The Mercredi Show (live music)
Sept. 2 @ 6 PM - Pelican Park

Dogtoberfest 2025
Sept. 26 @ 11 AM - Adopted Dog Brewing

Trivia Night 
Sept. 13 @ 6 PM - Moncus Park

Downtown Rising
Sept. 25 & 26 @ 5 PM - Parc International

Louisiana Sugarcane Festival
Sept. 24-27 @ New Iberia, LA

Language Cafe
Sept. 20 @ 6 PM - Moncus Park

Key Resources for Grad Students

9/4: Deadline to Apply for Candidacy

9/21: Graduate Foreign Language Examinations

9/22: Grad Expo at the Alumni House

9/25: Deadline for Fall 2026 Degree Candidates 
(This is the deadline to apply for graduation!)

Campus Cupboard supplies free, nonperishable items to meet students'
temporary food needs. Location: 210 E. St. Mary Blvd

Career Closet provides students with free, gently used professional clothing
items for interviews, career fairs, and other professional networking events.
Location: 210 E. St. Mary Blvd

Career Services provides services to students in career planning, development,
and job-seeking strategies. Location: Agnes Edwards Hall, Room 104 

The Counseling and Testing Center offers free counseling, crisis intervention,
and short-term psychotherapy for individuals, couples, and groups. Location:
Saucier Wellness Center, OK Allen Hall

Uwill Student Mental Health & Wellness offers free
immediate access to teletherapy. Help is available
24/7/365. Scan the QR code to get started using your UL email.

The Office of Disability Services establishes eligibility and
facilitates services and accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.
Location: Agnes Edwards Hall, Room 126

Graduate Student Organization and Student Government Association
advocate for all graduate students and offer funding to help offset the cost of
research and travel. Locations: gso.louisiana.edu and sga.louisiana.edu

The Shopper Shuttle runs on Friday afternoons on the hour from 2-7pm from
campus to Walmart. Location: Catch the shuttle at the Union or Cajun Village 

The Writing Lab offers a writing community for students and faculty with a
comfortable space where writers work with other writers. Visit to discuss writing,
receive feedback and help, and take advantage of tutoring services. Location:
Dupré Library First Floor

Important Dates and Deadlines

https://www.instagram.com/ulgradschool/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-louisiana-at-lafayette-graduate-school/
https://twitter.com/ULGradSchool
https://www.facebook.com/ULLafayetteGraduateSchool/
https://www.facebook.com/ULLafayetteGraduateSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/ulgradschool/
https://twitter.com/ULGradSchool
https://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-louisiana-at-lafayette-graduate-school/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-louisiana-at-lafayette-graduate-school/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-louisiana-at-lafayette-graduate-school/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-louisiana-at-lafayette-graduate-school/
https://www.downtownlafayette.org/event/september-artwalk
https://www.downtownlafayette.org/event/september-artwalk
https://www.facebook.com/MercrediShow/posts/pfbid02wduBw1hgwf7SvMzmrN3eoVcVGcv9W1rkzutZ3G4QCw8Ge7o8aoeRz3622fVXQmKol
https://www.facebook.com/MercrediShow/posts/pfbid02wduBw1hgwf7SvMzmrN3eoVcVGcv9W1rkzutZ3G4QCw8Ge7o8aoeRz3622fVXQmKol
https://www.facebook.com/events/1054370820292748
https://www.facebook.com/events/1054370820292748
https://moncuspark.org/calendar-events/trivia-night-summer-2026/
https://moncuspark.org/calendar-events/trivia-night-summer-2026/
https://moncuspark.org/calendar-events/trivia-night-summer-2026/
https://www.socialentertainment.net/event-details/downtown-rising
https://www.socialentertainment.net/event-details/downtown-rising
https://www.hisugar.org/
https://www.hisugar.org/
https://moncuspark.org/calendar-events/language-cafe-summer2026/
https://moncuspark.org/calendar-events/language-cafe-summer2026/
https://studentaffairs.louisiana.edu/services/campus-cupboard
https://louisiana.edu/career/students-alumni/career-closet
https://career.louisiana.edu/
https://counselingandtesting.louisiana.edu/
https://disability.louisiana.edu/
https://gso.louisiana.edu/
https://louisiana.edu/directory/student-government-association-sga
https://www.instagram.com/p/C8uqDo_glAU/
https://english.louisiana.edu/writinglab

	“The important thing is not to stop questioning. Curiosity has its own reason for existence...”
	"Old Man's Advice to Youth:
	'Never Lose a Holy Curiosity,'"
	LIFE Magazine, 2 May 1955.
	We made you a syllabus. It’s a little different from the ones you’ll get from your professors.
	The Grad School 101 Syllabus is our unofficial guide to making the most of your graduate school experience. Because the Graduate School is here to help you thrive in grad school, not just survive it.
	During your academic journey, we will help you connect, find resources, develop essential skills, and learn how to cope with grad school pressures.
	But first, we want to hear from you.
	Give us a first week reality check: How are you doing? What’s going well? What are you still figuring out? 𝗥𝗲𝘁𝘂𝗿𝗻𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝘀𝘁𝘂𝗱𝗲𝗻𝘁𝘀: 𝗪𝗵𝗮𝘁 𝗱𝗼 𝘆𝗼𝘂 𝗸𝗻𝗼𝘄 𝗻𝗼𝘄 𝘁𝗵𝗮𝘁 𝘆𝗼𝘂 𝘄𝗶𝘀𝗵 𝘆𝗼𝘂 𝗵𝗮𝗱 𝗸𝗻𝗼𝘄𝗻 𝘁𝗵𝗶𝘀 𝘁𝗶𝗺𝗲 𝗹𝗮𝘀𝘁 𝘆𝗲𝗮𝗿? Your answer may be exactly what another grad student needs to hear.
	Share your response.
	Click the syllabus to download
	a copy and learn more.


	Upcoming Events
	Mondays - Wake Up and Write!
	Every Monday morning when the University is open, grad students and faculty write, read, and think at the Alumni Center Board Room from 8:30–10:30 a.m. The Grad School provides coffee, breakfast treats, support from our editors, and quiet. You provide the focus and progress. Parking is easy. No registration is required.
	Join us for Grad Bingo Night on September 4th, in Griffin Hall room 147, open to grad students, partners, and children. Win gift cards from local businesses, groceries, and athletic gear while enjoying your grad community. Pizza will be served at 5 pm, the first game begins at 5:30 pm. Register to attend.
	9/10 - A2i+ Career Insights: Intro to Management and Leadership Styles

	Have you ever considered the difference between being a manager and being a leader? This workshop provides an overview of the distinct characteristics associated with each of these roles. Register for this virtual session from 2-3:30pm CST via NC State by selecting the Career Readiness A2i+ 9/10 program.
	9/16 - Fall 2026 Graduation Workshop

	Join us virtually for the Fall 2026 Graduation Workshop to learn what you need to know about the graduation process, important deadlines, commencement, and more. Two sessions are available: 12–1 p.m. and 5:30–6:30 p.m. Plan ahead and make sure you’re ready to cross the finish line! Register in advance and receive the Zoom link by clicking the preferred time above.
	9/17 - Money Matters: Investing in Your Future
	Join us for lunch and a Money Matters conversation with Dr. Brian Bolton focused on investing as a graduate student. Lunch starts at 11:30 a.m. in HLG 315, and the discussion begins at noon. Advance registration is required.
	Fall 2026 Grad Expo will be held on Tuesday, September 22, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Alumni Center. Graduating students can stop by the Alumni Center to visit the one stop shop in preparation for Commencement. Students should pick which time fits best into their schedule. It is not required to attend all day.

	To Infinity and Beyond: Grad Student Advice from the Toys of Toy Story
	SGA News & Deadlines


	GSO needs you.
	If there’s no GSO representative,
	grad students in your department
	are not eligible for GSO funding!
	Current GSO Representative Vacancies:
	GSO News & Deadlines

	Follow GSO on
	Schedule your initial consultation now!

	Looking Ahead to October
	#ULGradGoodNews
	Learn more about Round 5
	and submit your proposal here!
	Graduate Assistantship Handbook




	Grad Education in the News
	Struggling to find the right resources for your research project, thesis, or academic paper? Our dedicated UL Lafayette librarians will work closely with you to create a tailored research strategy, offering expert guidance on database selection and source evaluation. Save time and gain confidence by scheduling a one-on-one research appointment today.

	2026 Inn-eaux-vate Entrepreneurship
	Pitch Competition
	The goals of the competition are to provide an opportunity for students to pitch business ideas to a panel of UL Lafayette alumni judges....and to possible earn seed money to help them start, commercialize, and scale their business innovations.
	KEY DATES
	AWARDS
	LEARN MORE AND SUBMIT YOUR PITCH
	QUESTIONS?
	Can you explain your research or creative work in a
	way that anyone can understand?
	Three Minute Thesis (3MT®) challenges graduate students to present
	their work and its significance to a non-specialist audience in only three minutes, helping build communication and presentation skills.
	Information sessions are coming in October, so now is the time to learn what 3MT is all about, get inspired, and think about how you could tell the story of your research or creative work.
	Watch videos of past participants and learn about the upcoming competition on the Graduate School website.




	Writing
	Tips & Tools
	with Jamie Benner, Ph.D.
	Developing a Productive Writing Routine
	International Graduate Students and the Duration of Status Rule
	Update: What Faculty Need to Know
	WHEN:
	WHERE:



	Important Dates and Deadlines
	9/4: Deadline to Apply for Candidacy
	9/21: Graduate Foreign Language Examinations
	9/22: Grad Expo at the Alumni House
	9/25: Deadline for Fall 2026 Degree Candidates
	(This is the deadline to apply for graduation!)

	Key Resources for Grad Students
	Campus Cupboard supplies free, nonperishable items to meet students' temporary food needs. Location: 210 E. St. Mary Blvd
	Career Closet provides students with free, gently used professional clothing items for interviews, career fairs, and other professional networking events. Location: 210 E. St. Mary Blvd
	Career Services provides services to students in career planning, development, and job-seeking strategies. Location: Agnes Edwards Hall, Room 104
	The Counseling and Testing Center offers free counseling, crisis intervention, and short-term psychotherapy for individuals, couples, and groups. Location: Saucier Wellness Center, OK Allen Hall
	Uwill Student Mental Health & Wellness offers free
	immediate access to teletherapy. Help is available
	24/7/365. Scan the QR code to get started using your UL email.
	The Office of Disability Services establishes eligibility and
	facilitates services and accommodations for qualified students with disabilities. Location: Agnes Edwards Hall, Room 126
	Graduate Student Organization and Student Government Association advocate for all graduate students and offer funding to help offset the cost of research and travel. Locations: gso.louisiana.edu and sga.louisiana.edu
	The Shopper Shuttle runs on Friday afternoons on the hour from 2-7pm from campus to Walmart. Location: Catch the shuttle at the Union or Cajun Village
	The Writing Lab offers a writing community for students and faculty with a comfortable space where writers work with other writers. Visit to discuss writing, receive feedback and help, and take advantage of tutoring services. Location: Dupré Library First Floor


	Get Outside
	Get Involved
	The Mercredi Show (live music)
	Sept. 2 @ 6 PM - Pelican Park
	Trivia Night
	Sept. 13 @ 6 PM - Moncus Park
	September ArtWalk
	Sept. 12 @ 5 PM - Downtown Lafayette

	Language Cafe
	Sept. 20 @ 6 PM - Moncus Park
	Louisiana Sugarcane Festival
	Sept. 24-27 @ New Iberia, LA
	Downtown Rising
	Sept. 25 & 26 @ 5 PM - Parc International
	Dogtoberfest 2025
	Sept. 26 @ 11 AM - Adopted Dog Brewing


