
Race and Gynecology:

How It Impacts Black Women in 

Louisiana

Presented by Alaya Dauphiney



Gynecology 
(noun)

+the “branch of medicine that 

deals with the diseases and 

routine physical care of the 

reproductive system of 

women.”



15th-16th centuries:

• Midwives handled births. Obstetricians 

only stepped in when the mother’s life was 

in danger.

17th century:

• Introduction of man-midwives in France

• Instrumental delivery (improvements of 

medical forceps used in obstructed birth)

18th century: 

• Man-midwives become more popular in 

Britain.



James Marion Sims 

(1813-1883)

+American physician specializing in 

surgery

+Graduated from the University of South 

Carolina and Thomas Jefferson University

+Opened a practice in Montgomery, 

Alabama and eventually developed 

surgical treatment for vesicovaginal 

fistula



Illustration of Dr. J. Marion Sims with Anarcha by Robert Thom.

Sims’s model of a vaginal speculum.

Types of speculums.



VBAC Calculator
(Vaginal Birth After Cesarean)

❖A calculator based on 

risk factors that may 

affect a woman’s 

ability to give vaginal 

birth after a previous 

c-section

❖Older versions include 

risk factors by race

❖Race officially 

removed from the 

VBAC calculator in 

2021



Cervical Cancer Incidence 
Rates in Louisiana 2017-2021

Black Non-Hispanic 

Females (all ages)

White Non-Hispanic 

Females (all ages)

Age Adjusted Incidence Rate 

cases per 100,000 10.9 8.2

Average Annual Count 84 119

Recent 5-Year Trend in 

Incidence Rates -1.6 -0.1
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