
Narcan 
Administration



Objectives

• By the end of this course the participants will learn 
about intranasal naloxone and will be able to:

• Recognize the signs and symptoms of an overdose

• Identify how to use intranasal Naloxone 

• Identify the possible responses to intranasal 
Naloxone

• Be able to prepare and administer intranasal 
Naloxone

• Describe how continued support should be provided 
to the overdose victim



Signs of an opioid overdose include:

◻ Not waking up or responding to your voice or 
touch

◻ Breathing that is very slow, irregular or has 
stopped

◻ The dark center part of the eyes become very 
small (pinpoint pupils)

◻ Fingernails and lips turn blue or purple

◻ A slow heartbeat, weak pulse or low blood 
pressure



When is intranasal Naloxone used?

◻ Bystanders should have contacted EMS (Dial 911) or sent for help 

◻ Use of intranasal Naloxone is for when the person is not 
responsive.

◻ Intranasal Naloxone removes opiate effects and can reduce the 
duration of low oxygen in the blood, preventing injury or death.

◻ Prolonged reduced breathing can result in injury to the brain.

◻ While the person is not responsive, lung injury related to having 
stomach contents get into the lungs can occur and this can also 
cause death.

◻ Reversing the overdose quickly is very helpful.



Opioids & Opiates May Include:

◻ Heroin

◻ Buprenorphine 
(Suboxone)

◻ Butorphanol (Stadol)

◻ Codeine

◻ Fentanyl (duragesic 
patch)

◻ Hydrocodone (Vicodin*)

◻ Hydromorphone 
(Dilaudid)

◻ Meperidine (Demerol)

◻ Morphine

◻ Nalbuphine (Nubain)

◻ Oxycodone(Percocet*
/Percodan†)

◻ Oxymorphone

◻ Pentazocine (Talwin)

◻ Paregoric

◻ Propoxyphene 
(Darvon)



Naloxone is only used for opiate overdose

Remember, the following common street 
drugs are not opioids/opiates and 

therefore not addressed by this portion of 
the protocol: cocaine, LSD, ecstasy(Molly), 

sedatives/tranquilizers, and marijuana.



Intranasal Naloxone

◻ Naloxone (Narcan) is an 
antidote that can reverse 
overdose of 
opioids/opiates.

◻ Naloxone is NOT effective 
against respiratory 
depression due to non-
opioid drugs (or other 
causes).



Why Intranasal Naloxone?

◻ Very low risk of exposure 
to blood (no needle)

◻ Can be administered 
quickly and with little 
training

◻ Onset of action is quick

◻ Very effective when used



Why Intranasal Naloxone?

Works 
quickly since 
the nose has 
a large area 

for 
absorbing 

drugs 
directly into 

the blood 
stream.



What does Opioid/Opiate overdose look like?

◻ The person is:

❑ Not responsive when shaken

❑ Possibly not breathing well, or not 
breathing at all

❑ Possibly breathing less than 6 breaths per 
minute

❑ Possibly having a bluish color of the skin, 
nails or lips

❑ Small pupils



When to use intranasal Naloxone?

❑ If a person is not responding to you.

❑ If bystanders report drug use and the person 
is not responding to you.

❑ If there are drug bottles, or signs of injection 
of drugs on the skin (“track marks”) and the 
person is not responding to you.



NARCAN training video -  Instructions for administration of NARCAN® Nasal Spray 4mg

This training video highlights how to administer NARCAN® Nasal Spray in the event of an opioid overdose emergency. 

CLICK BELOW FOR INDICATIONS, IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION AND LINKS TO PRESCRIBING INFORMATION AND PATIENT INFORMATION.

INDICATIONS
NARCAN® (naloxone hydrochloride) Nasal Spray is an opioid antagonist indicated for the emergency treatment of known or suspected opioid overdose, as manifested by respiratory and/or central nervous system 
depression. NARCAN® Nasal Spray is intended for immediate administration as emergency therapy in settings where opioids may be present. NARCAN® Nasal Spray is not a substitute for emergency medical care.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
NARCAN® Nasal Spray is contraindicated in patients known to be hypersensitive to naloxone hydrochloride. Seek emergency medical assistance immediately after initial use, keeping the patient under continued 
surveillance. 

Risk of Recurrent Respiratory and CNS Depression: Due to the duration of action of naloxone relative to the opioid, keep the patient under continued surveillance and administer repeat doses of naloxone using a new
nasal spray with each dose, as necessary, while awaiting emergency medical assistance.

Risk of Limited Efficacy with Partial Agonists or Mixed Agonists/Antagonists: Reversal of respiratory depression caused by partial agonists or mixed agonists/antagonists, such as buprenorphine and pentazocine, 
may be incomplete. Larger or repeat doses may be required. 

Precipitation of Severe Opioid Withdrawal: Use in patients who are opioid dependent may precipitate opioid withdrawal characterized by body aches, diarrhea, increased heart rate (tachycardia), fever, runny nose, 
sneezing, goose bumps (piloerection), sweating, yawning, nausea or vomiting, nervousness, restlessness or irritability, shivering or trembling, abdominal cramps, weakness, and increased blood pressure. In 
neonates, opioid withdrawal may be life-threatening if not recognized and properly treated and may be characterized by convulsions, excessive crying, and hyperactive reflexes. Monitor for the development of 
opioid withdrawal. 

Risk of Cardiovascular (CV) Effects: Abrupt postoperative reversal of opioid depression may result in adverse CV effects. These events have primarily occurred in patients who had pre-existing CV disorders or 
received other drugs that may have similar adverse CV effects. Monitor these patients closely in an appropriate healthcare setting after use of naloxone hydrochloride.

The following adverse reactions were observed in a NARCAN Nasal Spray clinical study: increased blood pressure, musculoskeletal pain, headache, nasal dryness, nasal edema, nasal congestion, and nasal 
inflammation.

Please see the FULL PRESCRIBING INFORMATION - http://www.narcannasalspray.com/pdf/N... 

Please see PATIENT INFORMATION - http://www.narcannasalspray.com/pdf/N...

To report SUSPECTED ADVERSE REACTIONS, contact Adapt Pharma, Inc. at 1-844-4NARCAN (1-844-462-7226) or FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088 or www.fda.gov/medwatch.

NARCAN® is a registered trademark licensed to ADAPT Pharma Operations Limited. NAR4-61-16B All other trademarks are the property of their respective owner. ©2016 ADAPT Pharma, Inc. All rights reserved.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tGdUFMrCRh4


Narcan Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=tGdUFMrCRh4
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